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CONTEXT

* LEGISLATURES HAD TO ADAPT TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC AFTER
THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE NATIONAL LOCKDOWN IN MARCH
2020.

* PRE-COVID-19 MOST COMMITTEE MEETINGS WERE HELD PHYSICALLY
IN LEGISLATURE BUILDINGS WITH ACCESS PROVIDED TO MEMBERS
OF THE PUBLIC.

* CLOSED MEETINGS WERE MEANT TO BE THE EXCEPTION.

* DISTANCE AND OTHER FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO ACCESS BY THE
PUBLIC AND PPiPP MEMBERS.



MECHANISMS USED BY LEGISLATURES

Women&Democracy_lnitiative @DemocracyWomen - Jun 25, 2020

¢ N at I O n a | Pa rI I a m e nt a n d t h e ° @ParliamentofRSA where is the stream of the Finance Committees meeting

this evening? @ParlyWatch

nine provincial legislatures o 0 o » B
adapted to the COVID—19 [] ParlyWatch @ParlyWatch - Jun 25, 2020

dil/ Parliament Watch cannot find the livestream either. #Ourl egislatures

pandemic by providing °: mi 02 &
& Parliament of RSA & @ParliamentofRSA - Jun 25, 2020

alternatives to accessing the R s i e
legislatures. . o v .

Women&Democracy_lnitiative @DemocracyWomen - Jun 25, 2020
Thank you

* Committee meetings were o f o o
streamed on various platforms- @ Pariamentor A

T @ParliamentofRSA
C h a n n e | 408’ YO u Tu b e’ TW itte r Replying to @DemocracyWomen and @ParlyWatch
an d | O N O Please follow the meeting on Parliament TV (Channel

408) in the meantime.

6:49 PM - Jun 25, 2020 - Twitter for iPhone



Advocacy During the
Covid-19 Lockdown

PPiPP partners and the Action on
Legislatures group wrote open letters to
the legislatures at the beginning of the
pandemic with support and/ or
endorsement from other civil society
organisations.

Some of the legislatures provided
detailed responses to our letters which
provided concrete proposals for how
legislatures could continue interactions
with the public while performing
oversight.

Recommendations

1) The legislatures must consider and make available public information on what measures
will be taken to ensure that all constitutional obligations of the legislatures are fulfilled
during the period of the national disaster.

2) The legislatures’ work during this time must be structured and systematic.

3) Legislative committees must immediately resume their oversight functions over the
executive through committee meetings. The committee meetings must be recorded or
live streamed to allow members of the public to participate.

4) All business of the legislatures must be conducted with due regard for the constitutional
imperative of openness and transparency.

5) Legislatures must meet their responsibility to notify the public of their pending and
planned work.

6) Information channels and technological solutions must be effectively employed to allow
for oversight work to continue, and to directly communicate with, and facilitate
interactions with the public.

7) We request that all political parties release their constituency lists, and that the contact
details of MPs, MPLs and constituency offices be made easily accessible to the public.

8) Legislatures must put mechanisms in place to ensure that issues raised by the public
through their constituency MPs or MPLs are dealt with through legislative committee
structures.

9) Legislatures must provide official information and reports of constituency work being
undertaken by elected representatives during the scheduled constituency programme.
10) Legislatures must consider by what means they will invite public participation in their
work during this time — we especially encourage the use of community media forums for

provincial legislatures.

We emphasise that the measures listed above must be prioritised immediately. We invite all
legislative structures to continue this engagement with us on the recommendations proposed in
both of our letters. We recognise that many of these issues require new ways of operating, and
that some of them may be difficult to achieve. We are here to support and assist this critical
task.



Access to Legislatures

PPiPP and ParlyWatch had made similar
suggestions on how access to the
legislature's could be increased using
technology.

All of the above require some level of
political will. It is important to note that
projects such as the Putting People in
People's Parliament, the Action on
Legislature's group in Parliament also
provided input and advocated for more
transparency and accountability in open
letters to the legislatures.

OPEN LETTER:
Effective legislative oversight, transparency and engagement
during the national state of disaster



Access to Legislatures Challenges in Accessing Legislatures

* Some of the challenges can be dealt with

by having more consistent planning and . Initially, meetings were not all uploaded-in
coordination in how Parliament and other some Instances meetings were uploaded
legislatures communicate the business of lat
the legislature's to people. ater.

* Although we note that staff was * The public was unable to engage fully as they
inundated with increased workloads they . . . I
performed comparatively well under the were not in phy5|cal SpaCES.WIth MP's and
circumstances by providing information MPL's due to the move to virtual platforms.

as frequently as they could. . .
* However, this can be dealt with by for

example providing members of the public
with opportunities to engage during these
meetings using the chat platform and other
mechanismes.



Provincial Responses to Providing Access
Online

< PSAM @PSAM_AFRICA - Mar 27, 2020
\ How can the legislatures do their work during a time of crisis?
PPIPP partners @PSAM_AFRICA @DemocracyWomen @UWC_DOI &

PEERC have some recommendations:
dullahomarinstitute.org.za/women-and-demo...

Contact @ZukiswaKota or @SamwatSam for further information on the our
letter
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ite | swaterhouse@uwc.c =rsriTmiimEmes

o —————— _——, "
B e e
ot g

. ey e

B
L e e e

untability Monitor | zkot Z===5=E=

You and 9 others

Q 2 nur Q 12

5 EC Legislature
@eclegjslature
Replying to @PSAM_AFRICA @DemocracyWomen and 11 others

@PSAM_AFRICA Interesting content. | have shared it
with my managers.
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7:06 PM - Mar 28, 2020 from East London, South Africa - Twitter for Android



* Provincial legislatures have been
responsive, however more effort can
be made in ensuring that there is
more public involvement.

* They made use of social media
platforms although our research did
not interrogate this in detail.



RECOMMENDATIONS

Legislatures must ensure that their websites are up-to-date and information is captured regularly
including contact information.

Openness and transparency are critical- any strides made must be continued particularly
regarding transparency in the work of committees.

Live streaming should continue with adaptations (note that other avenues can be explored)
Legislators must do more to increase public access and ensure that its processes are transparent.

There was a mixed impact of having meetings moved online. Legislatures should continue to
strengthen and adapt other forms of providing access to the public.
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